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I
believe ever was invented by one man, and does more                            1

honour to modern times than all our discoveries put
together. And therefore I think it is for the honour
not only of the English nation but of modern times that
it should be put upon principles that can bear the
examination of the philosopher, and of the religious
philosopher, who holds that mind is the moving principle
in the Universe, and that body is only moved and al-
together passive. Now I think it is impossible to
reconcile this fundamental principle of theism, with the
principles upon which the generality of the Newtonians
found their astronomy; and I cannot help saying that
their philosophy would be much more consistent with
itself, if they were materialists altogether, and main-
tained that body by a power essential to its nature
could not only continue motion but begin it, and carry
it on in all directions. Neither do I think their principles
can be reconciled with common sense and observation,
any more than with good philosophy; for who can
believe that his body does not cease to be moved when
his mind ceases to energise; or that his mind cannot
move his body in a circle, though as his body consists
of joints and limbs, and is not all moved at once, the
line it describes cannot be so perfectly circular as that
described by a sphere, which must be moved altogether,
or not at all.

What has led the Newtonians into these errors, is
that there has not been among them, so far as I know,
any philosopher except yourself. For this reason it is,
that the principles are not laid down philosophically, nor
the distinctions made that ought to be made; particularly
that capital distinction betwixt mind and body, and
betwixt motion by mind, and motion by body. Nor
even as to bodily motion has the distinction been made
by any of the Newtonians betwixt motion by pulsion,y demonstrated to me.     'the qualities of body we perceive only by its
